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OFFICE OF THE SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
KAREN NATIONAL UNION
KAWTHOOLEI

www.knuhg.org

Karen National Union (KNU)
Policy for Humanitarian Assistance

The KNU has been struggling for more than 60 years to achieve the rights for ethnic equality and self-
determination. At the present, the KNU is endeavoring to reach the nationwide ceasefire and political
dialogue, after signing a preliminary ceasefire agreement with the present government. Durable peace can be
built only when political dialogue becomes a reality. Therefore, in order to make humanitarian assistance work
to bein consonant with the current situation and the political development, the following basic policy point
shave been laid down.

(1) The delivery of humanitarian assistance, in accordance with the international norms and standards,
shall respect human rights;

(2) There shall be no discrimination with respect to race, religion or gender,

(3) It shall not cause conflict within the local community or the organization;

(4) The delivery of humanitarian assistances shall be based on the needs of the local community;

(5) The delivery of humanitarian assistances shall aim for long-term development, and the local
community and organizations shall be allowed to participate in the management of it;

(6) It shall help in raising capacity of the local population;

(7) Without affecting the political aims and objects of the KNU and area security, it shall be performed
according to the policy laid down;

(8) Permission shall be obtained either from the central, district or departmental authorities, who are part
of the KNU administrative system;

(9) It shall be of help to the mechanism of work of the department under the administration of the KNU;
(10)The delivery of humanitarian assistances shall be in consonant with progress of the peace process;

(11)The KNU shall inspect and review, in accordance with the policy that has been stated, project related
work, grant of permission, termination, withdrawal of permission, extension etc. as necessary.

Date : 11-06-2014
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